Table of Contents

GeNEral INTFOAUCTION ...ttt 1
Statement OF the PrODIBM ...t 5
The AIM OF TNE WOKK.......oit oot esee 6
HYPOTNESIS ...ttt bbb bbbttt e ss e s e 7
The Research QuUestion 0Of thiS STUAY ........ccccoviiiiieee e 7
Chapter 1:
Difficulties in the Study of Igbo Traditional Religion
LI INEOTUCTION. ... . et e e e e e e e e e e e e 8
1.2 Absence of Sacred (Written) Books or Proper Documentation of Facts............cccccoevvennee. 8
1.3 Writings of Earliest European Explorers and Untrained Minds ..........cccccovvieennnncceneennn. 9
1.4 The Problem of Language and Cultural Differences............ccccceeveveeeecceeeieeeeeeeeeeeeas 11
1.5 Looking for the Ultimate in Igbo Traditional Religion.............ccccoeeeeeeniiniieeee 13
1.6 The Mistake of the Early MISSIONAIES .........cccocveivieivieiricieieeieeee e 16
1.6.1 The Widespread of the Aros throughout Igboland ...............ccccceeeeiciiii 17
1.6.2 The Superior Cleverness Of the A0S ... 17
1.6.3 The CoNfUSION CAUSEU ........coieierieieiriricieie ettt eses 22
1.7 THE IGDO PEOPIE ...ttt ee 23
172 The WOIA IgD0 oottt 23
1.7.2 Location and Ecological Features of Ighbo cultural Area ...........cccoooveeeieieeccericceee, 25
1.7.3 HiStOMICAl OFIQIN .ottt 28
1.7.3.1 Oriental or EXErnal TREOIY .....cooiiiieeirrceeee e 29
1.7.3.2 EVOIULIONAIY TREOIY ....vveiietee ettt 32
1.7.4 WOrldview: A DefiNITION .......ccoerirrieeee e 36
1.7.4.2 1000 WOTTAVIEW ...ttt 38
1.7.5 1gb0 Traditional SOCIELY .......cccueueuieeieiceiciece e 44
1.7.5.1 EZI-N@-UIO (FAMILY) oo 44



1.7.5.2 Umunne (NUuclear Family) ......ccoooiiiiiii e 44

1.7.5.3 Umunna (Extended FamMily) ......ccoriiiiiisr e 45

1.7.5.4 Ogbe, Ebe or Mpaghara (Village) ... 47

1.7.5.5 Ob0od0 OF MDA (TOWN) <..oviiieicicectceccceeee et 47

1.7.5.6 POITICAI STIUCIUIE ...t 48

1.7.5.7 SOCIAI STIUCIUIE ...ttt 52
Chapter 2:

Elements of Belief in Igbo Traditional Religion

2.1 INEFOTUUCTION ..ottt bbbttt s 56
2.2 ChUKWU (SUPIEME BEING) ..ecvvririnieeieieiririccieieieisese ettt tes 57
2.3 NON-HUMAN SPIFILS ...ooviviiieiiiiiie ettt 58
2.3.1 Ala, Ani, Ana (Earth DEILY) ....cccceeeirriiceieiers ettt 58
2.3.2 ANYANWU (SUN DEILY) .eoviviiiiiiririsisissisieie ettt ettt ne s snsenens 61
2.3.3 1GWE (SKY DEILY) .vvieieieieiieeee sttt bbbttt 62
2.3.4 Amadioha (ThUNAEr DEILY) .....cococveiviieeiieeeeeeetee ettt 64
2.3.5 AgWU-NSNT (AQWU DEILY) .eovieiiiiiisieisisseet ettt 65
2.3.6 Ifejioku, Ahiajioku, NJOKU (Yam DEILY) ...ccceeerericeccece s 65
2.3 T CRll ettt ettt tee 67
2.4 OFACIES ..ot 68
2.5 IMINOT SPITIES .ottt ettt b bbb s bbbt e s esesesesesenens 69
2.6 HUMAN SPITIS ..ottt ettt b bbb s b se e ss b s e e 70
2.6.1 ANCESTONS ..ottt bbbtttk 71
2.7 MYSHCAI FOITES ...ttt bbb s b ettt s s s s 73
2.7 1 IMAGIC .ottt bbbt s et s ettt s b s bt ettt et et n s s 74
2. 7.2 WICRCTATL ...ttt 74
2.7.3 SOFCEIY ettt ettt bbb e st £ e b e st e s b e b eme e et e b en e et e b e s ene s s et ene e et ebebe e ssebenenenas 75
2.8 Relationship among Spiritual Beings in 1gho SOCIEtY ........cccovvvivivirieeeeeeeeeeeeeeee 76

iv



2.9 CONCIUSTON ettt et et e et et e e et et e et e e et e eeeee et eeae et eneeeaeeseseeeneeeseneneneens 77

Chapter 3:
Sacred Persons in Igbo Traditional Religion
R TR I 13 (0T L1 To1 5o ) o 79
B.L.1 NTI-BZE-AIUST .ottt bbbt 79
3.1.1.1 Names and Classifications Of PrIESt .........ccovviiernninieeceees s 81
3.1.1.2 Okpara - Pater familias (Family HEAAS) ........cccceeurirririiieiiiircceesceee s 81
3.1.1.3 The Consecration Of OKPAIa ...........cccceueueveverereieieicciceeeeeee et 83
3.1.1.3.1 Consecration iN ONITSNA ATBA ........cccceueuriririeieieieiririeeieiet ettt seses 84
3.1.1.3.2 Consecration in OSSOMAIA .......c.ccceuriiuririreiriieireree e 84
3.1.2 Priest of the cOMmMUNILY DEILY ......ccovviiiieieirrriceeie e 87
3.1.2.1 Onye-isi-ala (Priest of the Earth DeIty) .........ccccceiiiiiiiieeceeeee e 88
3.1.2.2 Eze-arusi (Priest Of Other DEITIES) ........ccevrriiiieieirrrceeer s 88
3. 1.3 FUNCLIONS OF the PIIEST ...ttt 90
3.2 Ndi-echiri-echichi (The title DEAIEIS) .......ccceeeerereieieieieeeeeere e 90
3.2.1 The Oz0 Title INSHEULION ....vvmiieiiiieicirces e 91
3.2.2 Candidates fOr OZ0 TILIE .........coiiier et 92
3.2.3 Oz0 INILIAtioN CEIEIMONY ....ouviiiiieiririsieieiet ettt s e s ettt s snsnsenens 93
3.2.4 SIgNIFICANCE OF OZ0 ..ottt 95
3.3 The Dibia (Traditional MediCing MaN) .........cccceeeurereriiiieereese s 95
3.3.1 Different Classes Of Dibia .......cccocrierieie e 97
3.3.2 V0CatioN 10 the DIDIA ....ccceeuiiciiciricircc e 99
3.3.3 INItiation INt0 DIDIA ....ccoeeiieiiicc e 100
3.3.4 Tab0O0S fOr the DI ....c..ccuevieirccc e 104
3.3.5 FUNCLIONS OF the DIDIA ...c.c.vviiiiiicciei e 104
B TRE OSU ottt 105
341 OFIQIN OF OSU vttt ettt s bbb st sesesesesesesesens 106
3.4.2 Ways Of DECOMING 8N OSU ...c.oviiiirieieieeeeeete ettt 108
3.4.3 DEAICALION OF OSU ....ooviieieieieiriiceete ettt bbb 109
3.4.4 IMPOILANCE OF OSU ecveiiieiiiiiseerrtsis ettt s ettt s s nenens 112
3.5 Evaluation and CONCIUSTON ........c.ccueuiiiriieeirieieiee ettt 112



Chapter 4:

Igbo concept of the Supreme Being

A1 INTFOAUCTION ..ottt bbbttt 115
4.2 Explanation of IMportant Ideas .............ccceueeueuiieiiecce e 115
4.3 The Concept and Origin Of Chi ... 116
4.3.1 The CONCEPL OF EKE ...ttt 121
4.3.2 The Popular View on the Concept of the Supreme Being.........ccccovvieeevnnincceienneen. 123
4.4 The Nature of Igbo Traditional Religion: Monotheistic or Polytheistic...............cccccu....... 124
441 POIVENEISTIC. ...ttt bbbttt 125
4.4.2 IMONOTNEISTIC ...ttt 128
A5 WOISHID oottt bbbt ettt bbbttt a s 135
4.5.1 Worship in Igho Traditional RelIGION ..o 136
4.5.1.1 Time OF WOISNID ..ot 137
4.5.1.2 ACES OF WOTSNID ...ttt 138
4.6 1ChUAJA (SACTITICE) ..ottt 138
A.6. L EIBMENTS ...ttt 140
4.6.2 DIVISIONS ..ottt b bbbt 140
4.6.2.1 Ikpu ala (EXPIation SACIITICE) .....ceeueueueieieieieieeeice ettt 142
4.6.2.2 Ichu aja (Propitiatory SACIfiCe) .......cccceeuiiieieeeee e 142
4.6.2.3 SACTITICE OF PELITION .....oiuieiiiieicie et 143
4.6.2.4 Sacrifice Of ThanKSQIVING ......cccceueveieieieieeiecceeeece et 144
4.6.3 ReCIPIENT OF SACHITICE ....ocvevieiiieiceieec ettt 145
A.6.4 PUIPOSE .ooeieieiieteiiiete ettt ettt ettt et s ettt s b e s s s ebe s e st s e s esen s s ebes et esebaseneesebesaneesetesensnas 146
4.7 Prayer in Igbo Traditional Religion ..........ccoeiieieciiececeeee e 147
AT L INALUIE .ottt ettt b et b bttt b bt a bt s bt et ne e e 148
O A 1Y/ oL TSRS 150
A.7.2. 1 PTIVALE PIAYET .....oiiiiiieieie ettt b bbbttt se s 150
A.7.2.2 PUDIIC PTAYEE ..ottt ettt ettt be e st s s e 152
4.7.3 The Addresses of 1gbo Traditional Prayer ... 152
4.8 Rituals in Igbo Traditional Religion ..o 154
4.8.1 TYPES OF RITUAIS ...t 155
4.8.1.1 Personal RItUAIS ACHION .....c.couiiiiiiieiircee st 156



4.8.1.1.1 Puberty and AdUlt UNIt .........c.ccoueiiieeeeceeee et 157

4.8.1.2 ComMUNILY RITUAL ...ooiiiiiie e 158
4.8.2 Ritual Objects in Igbo Traditional .............ccccoiiiiiiiie e 159
4.8.2.1 Some Mystical Animals in Igbo Traditional Religious Worship .........c.ccccccveeeunnenee. 160
4.8.2. 1.1 TKWIKWIT (OWI) .ottt sttt 160
4.8.2.1.2 ICN0O-0KU (PAITOT) .ooiiieieieieeeeietete ettt 160
4.8.2.1.3 EDUIE (RAM) ..ottt 160
4.8.2.1.4 EKE (PYLNON) ...coeiiiiie ettt 160
4.8.2.1.5 UEIE (WUITUIE) ...ttt 161
4.8.2.1.6 MDEKWU (TOFTISE) ..voveeieieieieiriricieieieteisetie ettt 161
4.8.2.1.7 NAUFU (PIJEON) ettt bbbt 162
4.8.2.1.8 Nwa-uyom (A day 0ld ChICK) ......ccccovriiierr e 162
4.8.2.1.9 NKItA (DOQ) ..overiiiriririririsisisieiesetetete ettt ss s s s esesese st sesesesesesesessnens 162
4.8.2.1.10 OKEOKPA (COCK) ...evuvieiieiereretetete ettt ettt 162
4.8.3 Some animate (Vegetative) objects in Igbo Traditional Religious Worship ................. 163
4.8.3. 1 UUAIA TTEE ..ottt 163
A.8.3.2 NGWU TTEE .ttt ettt ettt ettt s et st e st b ebese et esenenenas 163
4.8.3.3 OMU-NKWU (PalM FrONT) ....cocoovoviieieeeccccce ettt 164
A.8.3.4 OQITISI oovieiiierieiieieteti ettt sttt bbbt e s et b et ese st se b et e e esebeseasesebesasssesenennnas 164
4.8.3.5 OJi-igD0 (KOIA-NUL) ...t 164
4.8.3.6 Of0 (Detorium EIQSLICA) ......ccceivieiereiiieiecee ettt 165
4.8.4 Some Inanimate Objects in Igbo Traditional Religious Worship .........cccccceoeevvvieeeenne. 167
4.8.4.1 NSU (PhalliCc ChalK) ..ot 167
4.8.4.2 1koro (Large Wooden DIUM) ......cccoeeeieiiieeieceeeeesst st 167
4.8.4.3 NKUMEB-MITT ottt bbbttt 168
R =T T OO T PSP 168
4.8.4.5 Ojii (Metal ArrOW STaff) .......cooveveieieieececcccee s 169



4.8.4.6 Oja (Traditional FIULE) .......ccevevereieieieeeeecceece et 169

4.8.5 Instances of the Worship of Chukwu in Igholand .............cccooiiiice, 170
4.8.6 CONCIUSTON ..ottt 172
Chapter 5:

Chukwu through the Prism of Oral Tradition of Igbo Religious Thought
ST B 6313 (0T L1 o1 T} P 175
D.LLL INBIMES .ttt bbbttt 175
5.1.2 CIasSIfication OF NAMES ......c.coiiiiiirirrieceeer et 177
5.1.3 Some Pre-Christian NAIMES ..ottt 180
5.2 PIOVEIDS ..o 185
5.2.1 Origin OF PIOVEID ....oouiiieieiiieee ettt bbb 185
5.2.2 Definition OF PrOVEID .......c.ououiii e 185
5.3 IVIYEN oo eeeeees e eeesess e e eeee e et e e ee e e eeeseees 190
5.3.20rIgin OF MYEN ooeeee ettt 192
5.3.2 Myths of Origin in IGDOIANG .........c.cvoveieieieeeceeeeeee e 193
5.3.2.1 The NNEWI IMYEN ....oviiiiiiii ettt 193
5.3.2.2 NI MYth OF OFIQIN .ovieiiie e 196
5.3.2.3 The Narration according to Cosmas ODIEJO ........cccceiiirieivirisieeeee e 198
5.4 Chukwu and the gods: The Question Of SUPIEMACY .........ccccvevviririririririeieieieee s 201
5.4.1 General EVAIUATION ......c..ccviiiriiciicieric ettt 203
5.4.2 Summary and CONCIUSION ........ocvouiiiiietiiieee ettt 209
5.4.3 RECOMMENUALIONS ......covrieiirieciriieircie ettt 212
BIDHIOGIAPNY ...t a e benenas 216

viii



