
Contents

Introduction 7

1 Dietrich von Hildebrand’s Realist Phenomenology 15
1.1 Phenomenology as a Research Method . . . . . . . . . . . 16
1.2 Conception of Cognition – Epistemological Basis of Ethics 25
1.3 Intuitive Cognition and a priori Knowledge . . . . . . . . 32

2 Dietrich von Hildebrand’s Revolution in Love 41
2.1 Love as a Philosophical Matter . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 42
2.2 Categories of Importance – Conception of Value . . . . . . 60
2.3 Love as an Affective Value-Response . . . . . . . . . . . . 72
2.4 Contributions of Heart and Will in the Act of Love . . . . 85

3 The Essential Characteristic of Love 95
3.1 Love as Mutual Self-Giving . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 96
3.2 Intentio Unionis and Intentio Benevolentiae . . . . . . . . 106
3.3 Love and Morality . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 124
3.4 Love and Happiness . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 132
3.5 Categories of Love . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 139

Conclusion: Philosophical Guide for Lovers 149

Selected Bibliography 159


