
   

Table of Contents 

Typographical Conventions  
 
1 The nature and meanings of rhythm 1 
 1.1 Brief historical background 1 
 1.2 Rhythm in language typology 4 
 1.3 Rhythm in speech and prose 9 
 1.4 Rhythm in verse    10 
 
2 Critical evaluation of rhythm-related concepts 13 
 2.1 Syllable        13 
 2.2 Stress         15 
 2.3 Foot         19 
 2.4 Accent        22 
 2.5 Isochrony: The rhythmic speech fallacy 27 
 2.6 Metre         29 
 
3 Levels of abstraction   35 
 3.1 Introduction      35 
 3.2 Medium-independent units and structures: wording 44 
 3.3 Medium-dependent phonic units and structures:  
   sounding       47 
   3.3.1 Spoken citation forms 47 
   3.3.2 Decontextualized lexical stress 51 
   3.3.3 Spoken context forms in tone units 52 
 3.4 Medium-dependent graphic units and structures: 
   writing        55 
   3.4.1 Written word forms in orthographic sentences 55 
   3.4.2 Layout of orthographic sentences 59 
 



   

4 A linguistic definition of rhythm 63 
 
5 Types of rhythm     71 
 5.1 Overview       71 
 5.2 Medium-independent rhythm 75 
 5.3 Medium-dependent phonic rhythm 77 
   5.3.1 Syllable rhythm 78 
   5.3.2 Accent rhythm  82 
   5.3.3 The interaction of phonic rhythm features 85 
 5.4 Medium-dependent graphic rhythm 88 
 
6 Rhythm in textual rhetoric 91 
 6.1 Overview       91 
 6.2 The principle of rhythmic arrangement 94 
 6.3 Author-defined lining 98 
 
7 Rhythm in oral presentation 103 
 7.1 Spontaneous speech  103 
 7.2 Reading prose     105 
 7.3 Reading verse     110 
 
8 Conclusions       121 
 
References         125 
 
Index            135 


