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A B S T R A C T 
This article describes how cultural organizations in the City of Ottawa, Canada, recently engaged in a 

collaborative process to develop a sound evidence base for municipal cultural planning that involved a 

wide range of public, private, and non-profit sector actors, the academic community, and arts and heri-

tage professionals. It also provides a critical analysis of the strengths and weaknesses of a collaborative 

approach to cultural data gathering and research at the local level. 
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